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Discuss“FarFrom TheMaddingCrowd”asaPastoralNovel

Or

DiscussthepastoralelementsinHardy’s“FarFrom The
MaddingCrowd”

ThomasHardyoccupiesadistinctplaceinEnglishliteratureasapoet,

shortstorywriterandagreattragicnovelistofeminence.FarFrom the

Madding Crowd is Hardy’s firstmajorwork with a distinguishable

pastoralbackgroundfrom hisothernovels.Andinthisnovel,Hardy

used theword‘Wessex’forthefirsttime.Hardyhasmastered the

pastorallifeoftheagriculturaldistrictsofWessex–thefarming,the

sheep-keeping,thelabouring,thefeastingandthemourningwithallthe

vividnessofapowerfulimagination.Hehaswitnessedthejoysand

sorrows,loveandmarriage,failureandfrustrationintheruralWessex

andpresentedthesameinFarFrom theMaddingCrowd.Thevarious

charactersinthenovelaremadetolivebeforethereader.Bathsheba

withherloveandvanity,GabrielOakwithhisunwaveringloyaltyand

devotion;Troywithhisirresistiblemanneroftalking;Boldwoodwithhis

seriousandgloomynatureandhisvolcanicpassion– alltheseare

Hardy’s realistic and convincing characterisation.Itis also closely



observedthathowthethreemennamelyGabrielOak,FarmerBoldwood

andSergeantTroytriedtowintheloveofBathsheba. Farfrom the

Maddingcrowdisviewedwithinapastoralperspective,theargument

buildsupintwo,ratherdifferentways.Thereistobeginwith,aclassical

emphasisonthepreferenceofruraltourbanvalueswhichfindsits

purestexpression.AsHowardBabbdescribes,“Atbottom,Hardy’sstory

juxtaposestwodifferentworldsormodesofbeing,thenaturalagainst

civilizedanditconsistsonthesuperiorityoftheformerbyidentifyingthe

naturalasstrong,enduring,self-contained,slowtochange,sympathetic,

whileassociatingthecivilisedwithweaknessfelicity,modernity,self-

centeredness”.Thisoppositionbetween‘thenatural’and‘thecivilised’,

betweennatureandnurture,iscrucialtotheconceptofpastoral;applyit

tothiskindofdirectnesstoHardy’snovelistoseehowremoteitisfrom

theparticularitiesofthatnovel,remotebothinthelanguageemployed

andinthebasicoppositionimplied.Hardy’sviewofNatureinFarfrom

the Madding crowd has been defined by association with certain

prominentpastoralelementsinthenovel.PeterJCasagrandeveryaptly

remarks,“Natureinthisview,isanormalnorm andOak,asprotagonist

istheimitatorandchampion”.Hardy’sconceptionofOakandOak’srural

worldisexpressiveofanew ideaofnatureandman’splaceinnature

thatisdiametricallyopposedtotheideaofnatureinherentintraditional

pastoral.



Thisnovelhasmarkedlypastoralcharacter.Hardyhimselfdescribedthe

booktoStephenasa‘Pastoraltale’.Andtheprogressofthenarrativeis

markedthroughoutbythefestivalsandoccupationsoftheagricultural

yearlambingandshearing,haymakingandharvest,thehiringfairand

thesheepfair,theshearingandharvestsuppers,SaintValentines’Day

andChristmas.TroymeetsBathshebainthehay-field;so,Gabrielstrips

theblushingsheepunderBathsheba’smodestbutcriticaleye.Theironic

uncertaintiesofGabriel’srelationshipwithBathshebaAresubtlydefined

bytheseatingarrangementattheshearingsupper,wheredistinctionof

classmergeswithsexualrivalry;soBoldwood’sobsessionisdisplayed

inallitsgrotesquenessbythesombreincongruitiesofhisChristmas

party. Thepastoralbackground inFarfrom theMadding crowdis

scarcely distinguishable from Under the Greenwood Tree.Penny

Beumelhasays,ithasallthe“absurdities,improprieties….incongruities

andsuddenlysensationalincidents”.Forthefirsttime,thedistinction

betweenromanceandrealityceasestobeanartisticflawintheunityof

thenovel,andformalwhichcountersthemundanewiththeincredible,

thebeautifulwiththegrotesque,isextendedtoitstheme.Inthefamous

descriptionofthestorm,hecombinesafaithfulandperspectivevision

ofnaturalprocesseswithanexaggeratedandfancifultreatment.In

manyways,thisepisodeisthecruxofthenovel,demonstratingfinally

thecontrastsbetweenthesolidGabrielOakandtheothertwochiefmale



characters,TroyandBoldwood.

Thespecificallypastoralaspectofthenovelisemphasizedinmanyof

theimagesandallusionswhichHardyevokes.Forinstance,Boldwood

speaks ofwaiting forBathsheba as Jacob had forRachael.Such

allusionscombinewithothersinthenovel-forexample,thoseimplicitin

thenamingofTroyandBathsheba–andwiththepastoralcharacterof

thesettingandthecontinuinglifeoffarm andvillagetothrowintorelief

andintoperspectivetheforegroundnarrative.ThetitleofthenovelFar

From the Madding Crowd represents the quietlives ofthe rustic

characters.AlthoughBoldwoodandBathshebaliveinthecountryside,

farfrom themaddingcrowd,theyareneitherhappynorcontended.They

arevicissitudesintheirlives.ThereistumultinthelifeofBoldwood.

ThereisatragedyinthelifeofBathsheba.Thesetwoarefarfrom happy.

FannyRobin’sendisalsotragicandheart-rendering.Therearecertain

personseveninthecountrysidewhosetemperamentsandwhosenature

markthem outfortragedyandwhoarethechosenvictimsoffate.Hardy

wants to make the readerbelieve thateven in the countryside

misfortune and suffering are not absent.Hardy believes in the

fundamentalgoodnessforhumanbeingsandthenobilityofhuman

nature.
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